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Richard W. Harold is a consultant on color and appearance technology. He manages the group, Color and Appearance Consulting LLC, licensed in the Commonwealth of Virginia. The range of services includes color and appearance measurement, applications engineering, consulting, and custom educational training programs. He is also a member and consultant with Avian Group USA.


Mr. Harold received his B. S. degree in chemistry from the University of South Florida (Tampa) in 1965. He was a research chemist for the Mary Carter Paint Company (Tampa, Florida) from 1965-1967 where he was responsible for paint formulation research and color control. From 1967-1970, he was the Color Control Coordinator for the Harshaw Chemical Company (today known as Engelhard Corporation), Color Pigment and Dye Division (Louisville, Kentucky), where he was responsible for implementing color measurement and developing color control tolerances. He was Associate Director at Hunter Associates Laboratory (Reston, Virginia), a manufacturer of color and appearance instrumentation, from 1970 – 1998 where he was responsible for applications engineering, color and appearance research, consulting, and educational programs. He was Senior Color Scientist at the Graphic Arts Technical Foundation (Sewickley, PA) from 1998 – 2000. He served as a consultant on color and appearance applications and education for BYK-Gardner USA (Columbia, MD) from 2000 to 2003.

Mr. Harold is a Chartered Colourist and Fellow of the Society of Dyers and Colourists (U. K.). He is Chairman of the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) Committee TC 38/SC-1 and Convener (Chairman) of Working Group 7 (Colour Measurement). He is Chairman of the AATCC International Test Methods Committee (C2-S1) and Chairman of the USA Technical Advisory Group (TAG) for ISO TC 38.  He is the Liaison Officer to ISO TC-87 (Colour Notations).  He is Vice-Chairman of the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) Committee E12 on Color and Appearance. He is actively involved in the work of ASTM, ISO, the Inter-Society Color Council (ISCC), and the U.S. National Committee of the C.I.E.


Mr. Harold has lectured extensively and has published numerous technical papers on the subjects of color and appearance technology and has co-authored with Richard S. Hunter, The Measurement of Appearance, Second Edition.

