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EXPLRNJ..TIC/\ GF FLORIDA :lTA1};_,,'IJJF: NW'l'H _GRADE 'lEST RESULts 

Early in t.his lIchool year, ya u r r u. nt.h I! r "tl~ child was given a seri.." of t.eatl!l which 
were administered to ninth graders all o~r t he ~latp of F~rida . The scoring of 
the" e tests .. ,.,. done at ihe Flcrirlll :;t"t.. ~niv"rsity in Tallahassee. The ,""cults 
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have now beom returne<1 to t h" ,;d,-018 and your dlild h"" received his profile oar d 
today . 

The p.lrposc of thi s bulletin is to hel p you 1nurpret the scores made by YOllr c h.\ld 
an" v<>u to ! meetim: on Konday eveni!"l8 , March 17 , wher e rcpro:;entatives 
from The Flori da State University aTh1 the Florida State Department of Education will 
61"" you adrl i t j onal and exp" r t help ir. this interpretation. This meeting rill be held 
in the I-:df,ewater Hi o:h ScrnX>1 A\Jditori~ .. at 7:JO P. M. 

'JIdO tests were adminiHt .. red . 0.-... wa" t he School Ability 1m (SAT) , consis ting of two 
parts, and the other consisted of five parts of t,h" I"",.. 'fe"t" of Educa tio....al Deve lop­
ment (ITED ) . Th" profile card sholo's how well your c hild di d on each of these tests M 
compared with the other pupils in t he stat e who tOOK the tests. From t hese s c or ..s , 
you a..,d your child 's t .."ch..rs and co ullsel o r s can see wher .. your child i " progr e55i.ng 
satisfactorily a."ld where he needs t o work harder . Thi:> infol'1l\8.tion should be es peci_ 
ally valuebl.. in he l ping your chil" ma ke hi s plans for s enior high "'chool. 

The tests ......r e 'dr ilten by experi..nced e<1uc ators a..d psyc !1010gls t .. aD'! neve been used 
for many yea~. Tes t s of t his kind give a good pictMI"e of what your c hi ld r eally 
lmows an d Cllll do , s i nce t hey compare him with thou~an<1s of stu<lenh and sine .. they 
lII8a5 ure the f und mo<Jn t il.l s kills and abiliths that are imlXlrtant for all s tudents . 
School g r ade~ ."; how ''''1ly how the student is doing in " particular ~ ubject at a particu­
l ar timtl and ""mpa:re him wi t h only 1I ft!>l (ltu<!ent~ . TIle scores are t abul ah d by machi ne 
and. there l'o r e, a re c omplet el y objective--th..y do n"t depend in the " ljghtest degr ee 
upon ~nyon e' s personal o pir~"n of your child. 

Two kind ~ of scores are reported at the top of the profi l<J card- -s t andard s~o r es and 
pereen t i l ~ r,,~k~ . The perc~tilc r an k will prc bably he t he ~~sier score to use in 
interpr" ti~ your chil,l'" score:;. Tt indi" ....t ~ " the percent age of pupils wb<>e e eccree 
"'cre lo....er than your child's. For i"sta'lc 'O'. if your- child scored at th ~ 7 J rd percen­
ti le, then h~ did ~tter t har. 73 per cent of thos~ ~ho tQok the t 'O's t . A percentile 
score of 50 , therefore , c"" be t hought of as 1I.ll &VOragc eccre , s ince it i ndicat es. .. 
scor" better than that obtained by half the group. A percentile do es .!l2! j nd i cat e the 
perc entnge or i tene t hat wer " an~w 8re d correct l y . 

The first three scores r eported are f rom t he SAT test. Thie test attempts to provi(je 
an estimat'O' of th'O' pupi l '~ cllpacity for "chi e ving succe~3fully in s chool. It provide", 
two part scores, v€rba l and quanUtativ'O' , and a total score. T!ltl verbal part include" 
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questions of vocabulary and sentence completion . The quan t itative part measures skills 
of number lllanipulat ion and problem solvins _ The tot al scor e provide" an estimat e of t he 
overall capacity o f t he pupil fo r achieving s uccess fully in sc hool and college . 

The remaining six scoree are fMm the l TED t esh. The first five are part scor e" and 
the last i " the total or compos ite scor e . The total score will give you 8 fairly aC­
curate notion of t he general l evel of t h.. puplllll educational deve l opr.ent . However , 
th.. complete profile 1:3 more meaningfu l than any sinal" compos ite . Test 3 mflaeurea 
ability t o ....r ite cor rectly, to us e proper words In exprening ideas, and to organize 
WTitL~g sensi bl y. Tes t. 4 me~ure" knowledge of, and ability t o USC, pr act i cal arith­
metic. Te s ts 5 and 6 measur-e ability to read and understand and do cr i tical thinkill8 
in the social atoot "", a nd natural !lci enc es. Tes t 7 eeae ur-ee ability to read and 
unders tand l iterat ur e . It can be seen t hat these t es t s a r e conc erned not ~o much with 
what t he pupil has learned. in the sense of s pecific informat i on , but r ather with how' 
well he Can US e what eve r he has learned. The t e s t:. measure general abilities that are 
dev"lope<! outside the classroom as well as i n it, i ncluding things the child has learned 
from books and magasines , tri~ , conver sati on at home, and in many ot her w~. 

U ill of your child ' s ~ cor e s (o r roost of them ) are above the 90 line , he is in t he 
upper t en per cent of the t hous ands of pupils who took t h.. testa . Wit h s cor es thia 
high. he should s eriously cons i der the possibility of going to college. He is d e ­
fi nitely very promising college lnat.e r i al. I f his scoreS ar-e below aver age and he 
war.ts to go to college , he will need to start a "",jor i/f4'rove"ll:!nt campaign. Low 
scores indicate weaknesses t hat w111 be very troubleso"~ when he gets t o co l lege . 

an" who wlLllts r.eedll to he 

It is i mportant that he ha·..... high sco~ in those fields that '''ill be most important 
in tbe ki ,nd of wor k he int..nds to do wilen he Bets out of s c hool. For e:umple , one 
who hop<lB to become a contractor , bookkeepe r or engineer should do >tell on ""lIt 4 . 

to be a n_"paper rep<>rter le .~rn il'lg to write well Md s houl d 
score high on Test 3. Most u:'por t ant. of All , whatever your child ' s plans , he s ro ul d 
t r y to maintain satisfactory progres s i n all ar .."s . I n t hi s way he can be s ure when 
he graduates that he has a good practical &rluu ,'lt i on__the kind of training that in t hes e 
days is nec eeeer-y for a successful and useful lif.. . 

It might i ntere3t you to kr.w that when your c hild is a senior in high II c hool hll will 
be Biven anoth"r battery of tests similar to t his one. The Scores on t hese t e s t s will 
~e included or. his t r anscript , a'td i n s"",," i""tancu ms.,y be used t o d.. t er rninc his 
e ligi bi l i t y to ent er II part i cu lar college or university. 

I f your child would l ike furth(!r hslp L, interpr"t i ng his scores , have hi'" see his 
counselor or t ea ch"r" at school . They will be glad to help hi m. 

TOO ARE CORDIALLY INVI'IED TO AmND THE XEETIIKi FOR PARENTS TO BE HElD IN 

THE EDGEWATER HIGH SC HOOL AUDITORIUMON MONDAY, KtRCH 17, 7:30 P. M. 


